Sample Report

Sir Walter Raleigh

Sir Walter Raleigh was born at Hayes Barton in Devonshire, England.  The exact date of his birth is not known, but sources estimate that he was born some time between 1552 and 1554.  He had a brother and a half sister.  He also had two half-brothers from his mother’s first marriage.

Walter Raleigh was very tall.  He was over six feet tall at a time when the average height was much shorter than today.  He was educated as well.  He studied at Oxford University and later studied law in London.  

Raleigh was a very religious Catholic.  At one point even fought in the French religious wars.  

Because of his actions Raleigh was liked by several different Kings and Queens of England.  Queen Mary I liked him because she was also Catholic.  He helped Queen Elizabeth I on numerous occasions.  He stopped a rebellion against the Queen in Ireland.  Later, he helped stopped a plan against Elizabeth.  He was rewarded with a 42,000 acre estate and became got the title of Captain of the Guard.

Raleigh sailed for England a number of times.  In 1578 he and his half bother Sir Humphrey Gilbert made a voyage to America.  It is possible that this voyage made him want to establish an English empire in America.  

Raleigh tried twice to establish English colonies in North America.  He tried once in 1585 and again in 1587.  The colonies he sponsored were located where North Carolina is today.

Later Raleigh became obsessed with finding El Dorado, or the city of Gold.  In 1595 he made a voyage looking for the city and did not find it.  After being released from prison he tried again to look for El Dorado on a voyage in 1616.  This voyage was also unsuccessful.
Raleigh also got in trouble with the English royalty.  He first got Queen Elizabeth upset when he secretly married one of her maids of honor in 1592.  In 1603 he was accused of making plans against the king.  He got a death sentence at first, but that was later changed to a life sentence.  He eventually got Prince Henry to like him and the prince tried to help him get released from prison.  Prince Henry died before he could get Raleigh out of jail, which made Raleigh very unhappy.  Later he convinced King James to let him out of jail so he could find new lands for England and make the King rich.  The King agreed, but only as long as Raleigh did not start a war with Spain.

Once out of jail Raleigh set sail for Guiana in South America in 1616.  Once there he sent his son and an aide to once again look for El Dorado.  This was a big mistake.  His son was killed while attacking the Spanish.  King James was so mad at Raleigh for risking a war with Spain that he re-instated the death sentence on him.  Sir Walter Raleigh got his head chopped off on October 29, 1618.
Raleigh was not successful in his travels.  He failed twice at setting up colonies and he also never found the city of El Dorado.  It probably was not smart to even look for this city because it was probably just a story.  He was also a failure because he made mistakes that caused him to be in jail for a long time.  He should have been smarter about staying on the good side of the Kings and Queens.

The short-impact of his voyages was not much.  The colonies he tried to set up did not work out.  He did not find a lot of gold or anything for England.

The long-term impact was larger, however.  He wanted to set up an English colony in the Americas, which never happened.  But his idea to do this outlasted him.  In the 1600’s other people began to set up English colonies all over North and South America.  The colonies in North America became the United States and Canada.  Even in Guiana today they still speak English.

I would say that Raleigh did leave a legacy.  There is a city in North Carolina named after him.  Mostly, though, his legacy is indirect, because it came mostly through other people who continued his ideas.
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